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Report: 

Objective: Post-adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights by 

United Nations General Assembly on 10th December, 1948; Human Rights have 

come to occupy a fundamental place in international and national policy 

considerations. Though there is rigorous enforcement of laws, in praxis the 

scenario world over is posed with various challenges and threats because for a 

larger section of the marginalized society, ‘Human Rights’ is still an abstract 

concept be it the conflict zones of Syria or Palestine or the enforcement of 

draconian laws against homosexuality or an individual being thrashed for being 

a dalit. 

The genesis of the concept of women empowerment is traced within the discourse 

of gender equality. Empowerment may be related at three levels: individual, 

societal groups/community, and the interaction between the two. The levels are 

inextricably intertwined and mutually reinforcing. Women who are emancipated 

on an individual level will most likely empower or inspire the other level. On the 

other hand, women strategically essentialized for a common agenda is likely to 

have positive effect on the individual in the form of a sense of agency. 

Over the millennium, the status of women in India has been subject to many 

changes. In Vedic era, women enjoyed equal status with men. Women sages and 

seers, notably Gargi & Maitrey, came into prominence. However, the situation 

deteriorated with foreign invasion of Mughals. Reformatory movements by Raja 

Ram Mohan Roy, Pandit Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar and positive laws enacted 

by the British Raj like Abolition of practice of Sati, Widow Remarriage Act did 

give some relief. The Constitution of India guarantees equality to women (Article 

14). Feminist activism gained momentum in India as many groups and NGO’s 

have been working tirelessly for women emancipation.  
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We are proud that in India women got voting right much before USA or women 

occupying highest offices of President, Prime Minister, Chief Minister, Lok 

Sabha Speaker, Chairman of Financial Institution but the ground reality is that 

we still witness dowry deaths, domestic violence, rapes, molestation, acid attack, 

daini (witch) killing, child marriage and female foeticide. The urban elite class 

women have no doubt been benefitted by the efforts of women empowerment, 

but the women from rural areas and deprived sectors are still facing deprivation, 

degradation, dehumanization and death.  

This Seminar is an endeavour to spread awareness regarding the concepts of 

Human Rights laws and Women Empowerment among the youth, academia and 

even the common masses and to suggest measures for achieving this end.  

 

Sub-themes:  

• Genocide and Humanitarian Intervention 

• Life Imprisonment and Capital Punishment 

• Right to Health and Treatment 

• Counter Terrorism and Human Rights 

• LGBT Rights 

• Women Rights 

• Child Rights 

• Human Rights to Refugees 

• Human Rights vis-a-vis Labour Laws 

• Social Responsibility of Multinational Corporations 

• Right to Environment 

The sub-themes are not restricted in scope and may vary keeping in mind the 

main theme of the seminar. 

 

 

Outcomes: The Seminar focussed on the concepts of Human Rights, laws and 

Women Empowerment among the youth, academia and even the common masses 

and suggested measures for achieving this end.  

 

 


